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>> ANCHOR: The growing debate over full‑body scanners and pat downs at our airports, it's what we're talking about tonight.
The new antiterrorism technology is being put into use at more and more airports and the government is defending it's use, but critics fear that the scanners are a violation of privacy and can produce radiation and if you were chosen to be scanned and you opt out, then you get a pat down, which involves genital areas and critics say that it's too personal and it goes too far.
Joining us now from Washington is Brandon Macsata, he is with the Association for Airline Passenger Rights, good to have you with us tonight, Brandon.
Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano is standing her ground on this, defending the scanners and the pat down, let's listen to what she had to say about that.
>> JANET NAPOLITANO: Again, this is all being done as a process to make sure that the traveling public is safe, that you're safe, that your fellow passengers are safe, your families are safe, your kids are safe, and so forth.
>> ANCHOR: Okay, so the nation's Homeland Security Chief says that it makes us all safer.
The question is Brandon, what's wrong with being safer?

Let me ask you that first.
>> BRANDON MACSATA: Well, first of all, thank you for having me on the program, but secondly I would encourage the good Secretary of Homeland Security to learn up on her history.
Benjamin Franklin once said, "He who sacrifices freedom for security, deserve neither."
This doesn't have to be neither or.
Passengers like myself are fully supportive of our government protecting our security, however, it is also their responsibility as our government to protect our rights and our privacy rights and there's just too many people who feel that these full‑body scan, imaging scanning, and the full body pat downs are too intrusive and violate our rights as American citizens.

>> ANCHOR: So how did you propose that government keep us safer then?
>> BRANDON MACSATA: Well, you know, there are already plenty of things we do.

You have to produce a government issued ID when you check in, you go through a metal detector, there are pat downs that are well-used ‑‑ 

>> ANCHOR: Yeah, but Brandon, people are slipping through, they are putting things on their bodies, or even talking about ingesting things now, it's gotten wild out there, why ‑‑ 

>> BRANDON MACSATA: There has been a few isolated incidences and everytime there has been an isolated incident that have worked.

That is the message our government, including the Secretary, Mrs. Napolitano, that was her message after the Christmas day bomber ‑‑ 

>> ANCHOR: But do you not fear that somebody, sooner or later, is going to get through, somebody is going to ingest something?
>> BRANDON MACSATA: Well, sooner or later that doesn't necessarily mean that we have to give up our rights as American citizens and if it means that I'm going to an airport and I have to have my genitals groped, I'm not necessarily sure that that is going to improve my security as passenger.
>> ANCHOR: Okay, fair enough.

Okay, so we talked with some passengers at New York City airports today and most that we spoke to supported the scanners and the pat downs, let's listen to what they have to say.
>> PASSENGER: You know, I have no problem.

If it's going to make our flights safer, I'm all for it.
>> PASSENGER: I don't think it's an invasion of privacy at all.

I think it's their job to check you thoroughly for everything and I love the safety of it, so I have no problem with it at all.
>> PASSENGER: If it is for security reasons, I don't care.
I find it more intrusive when they have to go through my bags.
>> PASSENGER: Safety is paramount, so I think that some of your personal needs take a back seat to that.
>> ANCHOR: So Brandon, tell me, does the reaction from the New Yorkers we spoke to surprise you?
>> BRANDON MACSATA: No, it does not surprise me.

We're a very diverse country, we have a lot of different opinions and clearly New York is a microcosm; it does not represent everywhere else in the country.

There are plenty of people that I hear from everyday via e‑mail or phone call who express serious concerns about these full-body scanners and the aggressive scanners from TSA.

They are fathers who are afraid of their daughter and their daughter go through these pat downs, they're women who are almost embarrassed to go through these imaging machines and we're assured by our government that these are pure images, yet we also hear stories of where they are not, so I think there's a lot of confusion, there's a lot of frustration, there is a lot of fear and rather than the government chastising the passengers, as was done by TSA administrator this weekend, I think they should be doing more to listen to our concerns so that a system is put in place where it has the full confidence of the American flying public.
>> ANCHOR: All right, let me ask you this, there is a call for passengers to boycott the scanners the day before Thanksgiving, we all know that this is the busiest travel day of the year, what in the world will that accomplish, if anything?  
>> BRANDON MACSATA: Well, you know, unfortunately the airline industry itself already does not value us as passengers and we're the ones that pay the bills, we're the ones that pay to keep these companies in business, so to have the government come in with an intrusive security measure and not listen to the concerns that are being expressed is extremely disheartening, so what do we hope to accomplish?  

We hope to raise awareness and send a message to the airlines as well as our government that enough is enough and we're fed up as passengers.  

We deserve to be treated with respect and yet our security can be protected at the same time.
>> ANCHOR: Brandon Macsata with the Association for Airline Passenger Rights, we thank you so much for being with us this evening.
>> BRANDON MACSATA: I appreciate the opportunity, thank you.  
>> ANCHOR: You bet.
(End of Segment)
